Our Workers Are Losing Ground:

Hawai‘i's minimum wage earners are going into their 8th year with-
out a raise while everybody else is moving forward — the average
weekly earnings have increased 16% since 2007 but 0% for mini-
mum wage workers. !

Adjusting the current $7.25 minimum wage for inflation since the last
time the minimum wage was raised in 2007, a worker would have to
be paid $8.68 an hour to match the buying power of 2007. 2

Minimum Wage and Poverty:

e A ssingle parent of one child working at minimum wage 40 hours
per week, 52 weeks per year, earns $2,770 or 16% below the fed-
eral poverty guidelines for a family of two. Hawai‘i's poverty rate
of 17.3% makes Hawai'i the 9th poorest in the nation. *

e If the minimum wage was increased to $10.10 per hour, thereby
boosting annual earnings, it would be enough to pull a family of
three out of poverty. >

e 20% or 22,000 of Hawai‘i’s children under six live in low-income
working families.

e Research of early childhood development has found that income
insecurity negatively affects three key aspects of brain develop-
ment - positive relation-

ships, learning resources,
and high stress. Hawai'i is the most expensive state
to live in, yet 21 states and D.C.

* A 2011 study suggests that have a higher minimum wage. 3
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Strengthening Hawai‘i’'s Economy:

Raising the minimum wage will promote Hawai‘i’s economic recovery and help lift our families
out of poverty and toward financial security. The minimum wage has been increased four times
since 2002, and the number of jobs increased by an average of 2.2% over the next twelve months

after the minimum wage increase.

15,700 jobs were added in the twelve months following the minimum wage increase from
$4.75 to $5.75 on January 1, 2002.

15,000 jobs were added to Hawai‘i's economy in the twelve months after the increase from
$6.25 to $6.75 on January 1, 2006.8

We All Subsidize Minimum Wage: °

e 1in5 minimum wage workers receives SNAP w©l ?@I ?@I f@’

(formerly food stamps).

e 1in5 minimum wage workers have someone in the
family on Medicaid.

e 1in5 minimum wage workers have at least one child . '.' .

that receives free or reduced price school lunches. ' A ' A
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